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She returned to IRE in 2024, serving as Vice President before being 
appointed CEO of the newly established Corporate body, Wine Review 
Co., Ltd., where she will oversee the management of Wine Review/Korea 
Wine Challenge. She will do her utmost to preserve the precious legacy 
built by Dr. Hoon Choi over the past 25 years and to further foster the 
flourishing of wine culture in Korea.

Second, KWC strengthened its judging system. KWC appointed Mr. 
Soon-pil Kang, the world's largest wine YouTuber with 790k subscribers 
and Korea's only final judge since KWC 2006, as the Chair of the judges. 
KWC also appointed senior and panel judges based on their educational 
background, career, and experience in KWC to ensure a more transparent 
and fair judging process. 

Starting in 2026, to further expand consumer engagement, KWC plans to 
operate KWC Supporters, host various tasting and sales events in Seoul 
and other regions, and certify award-winning wine shops, bars, and 
restaurants.

KWC is committed to making the KWC even more trustworthy.

We invite your active participation and support 
for Korea Wine Challenge 2026.

Korea Wine Challenge, which is the first international wine competition 
in Korea in 2005, celebrates its 22nd edition in 2026. With the goal of 
discovering wines that suit the Korean palate, KWC transparently and 
fairly evaluates and selects wines through 100% blind tastings by 
Korea's top judges, recognized for their expertise, and widely 
disseminates the award results to Korean consumers.

In 2025, for the 25th anniversary of Wine Review and the 21st 
anniversary of KWC, Wine Review embarked on a new journey.

First, DR. Hoon Choi, who founded the Institute of Resource Evaluation, 
IRE (Corporate body of Wine Review and KWC) in 2005 and who was 
largely uncharted territory in wine, retired from his leadership role. Ms. 
Jeong Eun Choi, newly appointed CEO, graduated from the Graduate 
School of Interpretation and Translation at Hankuk University of Foreign 
Studies, majoring in Korean-French Interpretation and translation, 
joined IRE in 2003 and played a major role in launching Korea Wine 
Challenge in 2005. She then joined the Organizing Committee for the 
2012 Yeosu World Expo, where she received the Prime Minister's Award 
for her contributions to national industrial development through the 
event. 

Welcome to Korea Wine Challenge
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KWC 2026 Timeline

Price per entry

How to register for KWC 2026

1-3 wines US$ 220 per entry
4-8 wines US$ 190 per entry
9-15 wines US$ 170 per entry
More than 16 wines US$ 150 per entry

� Online registration is available on the KWC official website.
� Alternatively, please download the registration 
form from the KWC official website. After filling it out, send it by e-mail.
 Website: www.koreawinechallenge.com   
E-mail: info@koreawinechallenge.com

March

3 ~ 19
June

22 ~ 26
June June

19
By June

Sample arrival Registration
period

Preliminary
round 29 ~ 3

July

Final Round

July

4 Awards Announcement

Timeline
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Monthly Printed
Wine Review

5K
Newsletter

30K
Wine Review

 on-line Magazine

200K 

Hosting Korea Wine Challenge, Wine Review is the only and 
the longest-serving wine magazine in Korea since 2000, 
printing 5,000 copies every month and distributing them nationwide.
It is the most effective publicity tool in the fast-growing Korean wine 
market and is an evident purchasing guide for wine consumers.

Since 2024, Wine Review has been on all e-book platforms like 
Millie's library, Korea's largest reading platform, and is covering in-app 
wine contents on Wine25plus, the largest smart-order service platform 
provided by GS25, the largest convenience store chain in Korea.

You can contact Wine Review Marketing Team 
by e-mail or phone to inquire about the promotion.
E-mail: marketing@winereview.co.kr 
Telephone: 82-2-394-7284

The most effective publicity 
tool in the fast-growing 
Korean wine market: 
Wine Review Magazine
(Printing / e-book / GS25 platform)
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Benefits for 
Korea Wine Challenge 
award-winning wines

Korea Wine Challenge Special issue on Wine Review (August issue)
All KWC award-winning wines are presented on 
Wine Review August issue and for the KWC website.

Wine Review offers free advertising.
KWC Trophy and Best of Country award-winning wines are eligible 
for one free full-page ad. 
KWC Gold Medal-winning wines are eligible for one free half-page ad. 
Ad placements are available from the September 2026 to 
May 2027 issues.
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Wine Review features KWC award-winning wines in articles. 
Wineries with numerous award-winning wines are featured 
in articles titled "Under the Loupe" or "Great Contributors." 
Non-imported wines are featured separately.

Benefits for 
Korea Wine Challenge 
award-winning wines
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Benefits for 
Korea Wine Challenge 
award-winning wines

Wine Review plans various promotional and sales events to promote 
the excellence of KWC award-winning wines to a wider range 
of consumers and wine lovers.

- Seoul: KWC Award-Winning Wine Booth at GS25 Grand Tasting
- Seoul: GS25 Grand Tasting Masterclass
- Hyundai Department Store Grand Tasting and sales
- Seoul: Best Importer Tasting and Sales
- KWC sale promotion at Local Festivals, restaurants
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To promote the sale of award-winning wines, the Korea Wine 
Challenge (KWC) will begin certifying award-winning wine stores 
in earnest starting in 2026.

The certification program will primarily provide KWC certification 
stickers to wine shops, wine bars, and restaurants that offer KWC 
award-winning wines. The certification logo revives Le Seoul's 
logo, the predecessor of Wine Review and Korea's first wine 
magazine. It bears a Korean-style seal to make KWC more easily 
recognizable to Korean consumers.

The stickers will be distributed starting with the shops of KWC 
judges, and then gradually to directly operated stores of importers 
and overseas producers.

Korea Wine Challenge 2026

Korea Wine Challenge 
Award-Winning Wine Store Certification
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If you're looking for business opportunities, the Korea Wine 
Challenge is the answer.

KWC's mission is to introduce wines recognized for their quality 
and value to domestic importers, ultimately providing them with 
opportunities to distribute them in the domestic market. 
This aligns perfectly with the intentions of overseas wineries that 
submit their wines to KWC to promote their wines in Korea. 
Winning an award at KWC signifies a significant achievement: 
"A wine that appeals to the tastes of Korean consumers."

Starting in 2026, KWC plans to provide opportunities to connect 
with importers for unimported wines. Take advantage of this 
opportunity to meet with importers without visiting Korea. 

However, additional fees and samples are required, so please 
contact info@koreawinechallenge.com for inquiries.

Korea Wine Challenge’s 
another Mission
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The authority of KWC award-winning wines shines even brighter 
due to the expertise of the judges. More than 50 global-level experts 
serve as  judges for Korea Wine Challenge. 
They are mainly composed of current sommeliers who meet and 
communicate with customers at the forefront of the wine industry, 
further increasing the reliability of KWC award-winning wines.

In 2025, KWC strengthened the composition of judges 
with Chair, Senior Judges, and Panel Judges. 

Korea Wine Challenge's judges, 
shining pinnacle 
of the Korean wine industry

With more than 5 years of experience as KWC judges, Senior judges 
oversee Panel judges, bringing invaluable expertise to the competition. 
They ensure consistency, resolve discrepancies, and foster collaborative 
discussion. They also screen the new judge candidates.

Senior Judges

At the helm of the competition, the Chair ensures uniformity across 
all judging panels and leads the final selection of Trophy winning wines and 
Best Country wines, maintaining the highest standards of excellence.

Chair

Panel judges are recommended and selected for their outstanding
industry expertise. They lend their specialised knowledge and discerning 
palates, ensuring a diverse and objective assessment of each wine.

Panel Judges

Mr. Soon-Pil Kang, Chair

Former German Wine Quality Controller
Owner sommelier of WineKang
World's largest Wine YouTuber with 790k
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Our 2026 Chair & Senior Judges

Kwang Hyeon Hong
YourSomm

Woon Kyung Jang
Les Clefs de Crystal

In kyu Kim
Wine sheri

Jun Woo Lee
Inspire Entertainment

Resort

Hyup Kim
Hyosung TNC 

Sevitsome

Soon Pil Kang
Wine Lover Co., Ltd.

Lee Sang Jun
Korean Air
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All wines will be 100% blind-tasting without any information provided. 
KWC appropriately manages each wine's service temperature and 
air exposure during the event.

KWC adopted a 100-point scoring system.
Judges give a default score of 50 points to all wines entering 
the contest as a courtesy for the effort of sending a bottle of wine 
for the competition. 

Criteria used to choose award-winning wines included 
6 points for ‘color and appearance’, 12 points for ‘aroma and bouquet’, 
20 points for ‘flavor and finish’, and 12 points for ‘harmony and balance’.

To enhance objectivity and consistency in judging, KWC implements 
an Initial Calibration Wine tasting prior to the start of each flight.

The Initial Calibration Wine serves as a reference wine before the official 
evaluation, enabling judges to assess wines from a shared scoring baseline 
and minimizing subjective score deviation among panel members. 

Before each flight (grouped by wine category) begins, 
the calibration wine is tasted. Under the supervision of the Senior 
Judge of each group, score distribution among judges is reviewed 
and evaluation standards are aligned.

Through this process, KWC ensures scoring consistency across each flight
and upholds a transparent and fair judging system.

The judging process

Initial Calibration Wine
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Criteria for entry
1. Wines must be commercially available. (Except non-imported wines)

2. You decide on the total number of wines you wish to enter into KWC 
and provide 4 bottles of each wine for the judging process.

3. The participation fee must be paid and be confirmed before 
the registration deadline, and if not, the registration will be canceled.

4. The organizer holds no liability for shipping and delivery of wines, 
which is solely the responsibility of the entrants. Samples submitted 
after the delivery deadline will be excluded from KWC judging.

5. Temporary labels are permitted but should match the wine 
information on the final label. Please give notice before photographing 
the bottle if a temporary label is used.
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※ Reminders ※ 

1. Applicants are asked to fill in all fields marked with an asterisk in the application form for which the juries should evaluate the wine. 
Your input ensures that wines are grouped correctly, reasonably, and consistently for tasting.

2. To check the price trend of wines, we ask you to indicate the unit price per bottle in USD FOB terms. 
This information will be confidential and will not be divulged outside the Administration Office of Korea Wine Challenge.

3. Please ensure to mention it if you have a current importer in Korea. 
Please also note if you are looking for business partners to establish an importer in Korea.

How to register KWC 2026

1 2 3

4 5
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The wine to be entered into this competition must be delivered to 
the administration office of KOREA WINE CHALLENGE by 19th June 2026 at the latest.

You must send 4 bottles of each wine. Those are used for the preliminary round,
final, photographing, and spares for corked wine during the qualifying period.

Sending Your Wines

Company name: Winereview

Address: 14-8, Kyonggidae-ro 11-gil, Seodaemun-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea (Zip code: 03746)

Phone number: +82) 2-394-7284

Shipping Address

Consignment Terms
Box remarks
You have to mark each wine box, ‘KOREA WINE CHALLENGE 2026 sample – not for sale’, and a copy of the registration 
form should be included in the package. It is necessary to compare the information about the wine you entered at the time of registration with 
the wine we received to ensure it matches exactly. It is to compare the wine in the box with the registration form when receiving the wine.

Bottle remarks
Each wine bottle must display the label, ‘KOREA WINE CHALLENGE 2026 sample – not for sale’ on the bottle’s backside, opposite the front wine label.

When an overseas winery sends wines, you should consign on DDP (DELIVERED DUTY PAID) BASIS: 
All costs to deliver the samples to Korea Wine Challenge must be covered by participants - including all costs and fees associated with transportation,
customs clearance, license for the delivery of the goods, warehouse fees. All documents for air transportation must be filled in and declared correctly. 
If these expenses are not paid in full, Korea Wine Challenge may not receive the wine sample.
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Wine Category

오스트리아 레드 와인 Austria Red Wine ATR

오스트리아 화이트 와인 Austria White Wine ATWH

오스트리아 스파클링 와인 Austria Sparkling Wine ATSPK

오스트리아 로제 와인 Austria Rose Wine ATRO

체코 레드 와인 Czech Red Wine CZR

체코 화이트 와인 Czech White Wine CZWH

체코 스파클링 와인 Czech Sparkling CZSPK

체코 로제 와인 Czech Rose Wine CZRO

프랑스 보르도 레드 와인 France Bordeaux Red Wine FBOR

프랑스 피노 누아 France Pinot Noir FPN

프랑스 론 스타일 레드 와인 France Rhône Style Red Wine FRH

프랑스 랑그독 레드 와인 France Languedoc Red Wine FLD

프랑스 남서부지방 레드 와인 France Southwest Red Wine FSW

프랑스 블렌딩 레드 와인 France Blended Red Wine FMVR

프랑스 샤르도네 France Chardonnay FCH

프랑스 소비뇽 블랑 France Sauvignon Blanc FSB

프랑스 화이트 와인 France White Wine FWH

프랑스 샴페인 France Champagne FCHAM

프랑스 스파클링 와인 France Sparkling Wine FSPK

프랑스 로제 와인 France Rose Wine FRO

조지아 레드 와인 Georgia Red Wine GGR

조지아 화이트 와인 Georgia White Wine GGWH

조지아 스파클링 와인 Georgia Sparkling Wine GGSPK

조지아 로제 와인 Georgia Rose Wine GGRO

독일 슈페트부르군더 Germany Spätburgunder GESPAT

독일 리슬링 Germany Riesling GERIE

독일 레드 와인 Germany Red Wine GER

독일 화이트 와인 Germany White Wine GEWH

독일 스파클링 와인 Germany Sparkling Wine GESPK

독일 로제 와인 Germany Rose Wine GERO

그리스 레드 와인 Greece Red Wine GRR

그리스 화이트 와인 Greece White Wine GRWH

그리스 스파클링 와인 Greece Sparkling Wine GRSPK

그리스 로제 와인 Greece Rose Wine GRRO

헝가리 레드 와인 Hungary Red Wine HGR

헝가리 화이트 와인 Hungary White Wine HGWH

헝가리 스파클링 와인 Hungary Sparkling Wine HGSPK

헝가리 로제 와인 Hungary Rose Wine HGRO

헝가리 스위트 와인 Hungary Sweet Wine HGSWT

이탈리아 산지오베제 베이스 Italy Sangiovese Based Wine ITSVB

이탈리아 꼬르비나 베이스 Italy Corvina Based Wine ITCVR

이탈리아 바르베라 베이스 Italy Barbera Based Wine ITBB

이탈리아 네비올로 Italy Nebbiolo Based Wine ITNB

이탈리아 네로 다볼라 베이스 Italy Nero d'Avola Based Wine ITNDV

이탈리아 프리미티보 베이스 Italy Primitivo Based Wine ITPRM 

이탈리아 단일품종 레드 와인 Italy Mono Grape Red Wine ITMGR

이탈리아 블렌딩 레드 와인 Italy Blended Red Wine ITMVR

이탈리아 화이트 와인 Italy White Wine IWH

이탈리아 스파클링 와인 Italy Sparkling Wine ITSPK

이탈리아 로제 와인 Italy Rose Wine IRO

포르투갈 레드 와인 Portugal Red Wine PTR

포르투갈 화이트 와인 Portugal White Wine PTWH

포르투갈 스파클링 와인 Portugal Sparkling Wine PTSPK

포르투갈 로제 와인 Portugal Rose Wine PTRO

스페인 리오하 레드 와인 Spain Rioja Red Wine SPRJ

스페인 리베라 델 두에로 레드 와인 Spain Ribera del Duero Red Wine SPRD 

스페인 라만차 레드 와인 Spain La Mancha Red Wine SPLMR

스페인 블렌딩 레드 와인 Spain Blended Red Wine SPMVR

스페인 단일품종 레드 와인 Spain Mono Grape Red Wine SPMGR

스페인 화이트 와인 Spain White Wine SPWH

스페인 스파클링 와인 Spain Sparkling Wine SPSPK

스페인 로제 와인 Spain Rose Wine SPRO

구세계 단일품종 레드 와인 Old World Mono Grape Red Wine OWMG

구세계 블렌딩 레드 와인 Old World Blended Red Wine OWMVR

구세계 화이트 와인 Old World White Wine OWH

구세계 스파클링 와인 Old World Sparkling Wine OWSPK

구세계 로제 와인 Old World Rose Wine OWRO

구세계 스위트 와인 Old World Sweet Wine OWSWTR

Old World Wine
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Wine Category
New World Wine
아르헨티나 까베르네 소비뇽 베이스 
Argentina Cabernet Sauvignon Based Wine AGCS

아르헨티나 말벡 Argentina Malbec Based Wine AGMB

아르헨티나 블렌딩 레드 Argentina Blended Red Wine AGMVR

아르헨티나 단일품종 레드 와인 Argentina Mono Grape Red Wine AGMG

아르헨티나 화이트 와인 Argentina White Wine AGWH

아르헨티나 스파클링 와인 Argentina Sparkling Wine ARSPK

아르헨티나 로제 와인 Argentina Rose Wine ARRO

호주 까베르네 소비뇽 베이스 Australia Cabernet Sauvignon Based Wine AUCS

호주 까베르네 쉬라즈 Australia Cabernet-Shiraz AUCSH

호주 그르나슈 쉬라즈 무르베드르 Australia Grenach Shiraz Mourvedre AUGSM

호주 쉬라즈 Australia Shiraz Based Wine AUSH

호주 피노 누아 Australia Pinot Noir AUPN

호주 단일품종 레드 와인 Australia Mono Grape Red Wine AUMG

호주 블렌딩 레드 와인 Australia Blended Red Wine AUMVR

호주 샤르도네 Australia Chardonnay AUCH

호주 화이트 와인 (샤르도네 제외) Australia White Wine AUWH

호주 스파클링 와인 Australia Sparkling Wine AUSPK

호주 로제 와인 Australia Rose Wine AURO

호주 스위트 와인 Australia Sweet Wine AUSWT

캐나다 레드 와인 Canada Red Wine CAR

캐나다 화이트 와인 Canada White Wine CAWH

캐나다 아이스 와인 Canada Icewine CAICE

캐나다 스파클링 와인 Canada Sparkling Wine CASPK

캐나다 로제 와인 Canada Rose Wine CARO

칠레 까베르네 소비뇽 베이스 
Chile Cabernet Sauvignon Based Wine CHCS

칠레 까르메네르 Chile Carmenere Based Wine CHCM

칠레 피노 누아 Chile Pinot Noir CHPN

칠레 시라 Chile Syrah Based Wine CHSH

칠레 블렌딩 레드 와인 Chile Blended Red Wine CHMVR

칠레 단일품종 레드 와인 Chile Mono Grape Red Wine CHMG

칠레 샤르도네 Chile Chardonnay CHCH

칠레 화이트 와인 Chile White Wine CHWH

칠레 스파클링 와인 Chile Sparkling Wine CHSPK

칠레 로제 와인 Chile Rose Wine CHRO

뉴질랜드 피노 누아 New Zealand Pinot Noir NZPN

뉴질랜드 레드 와인 New Zealand Red Wine NZR

뉴질랜드 소비뇽 블랑 New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc NZSB

뉴질랜드 화이트 와인 New Zealand White Wine NZWH

뉴질랜드 스파클링 와인 New Zealand Sparkling Wine NZSPK

뉴질랜드 로제 와인 New Zealand Rose Wine NZRO

남아공 레드 와인 South Africa Red Wine SAR

남아공 화이트 와인 South Africa White Wine SAWH

남아공 스파클링 와인 South Africa Sparkling Wine SASPK

남아공 로제 와인 South Africa Rose Wine SARO

미국 까베르네 소비뇽 베이스 
USA Cabernet Sauvignon Based Wine USCS

미국 피노 누아 USA Pinot Noir USPN

미국 블렌딩 레드 와인 USA Blended Red Wine USMVR

미국 단일품종 레드 와인 USA Mono Grape Red Wine USMG

미국 샤르도네 USA Chardonnay USCH

미국 화이트 와인 (샤르도네 제외) USA White Wine USWH

미국 스파클링 와인 USA Sparkling Wine USSPK

미국 로제 와인 USA Rose Wine USRO

미국 스위트 와인 USA Sweet Wine USSWT

신세계 단일품종 레드 와인 New World Mono Grape Red Wine NWMG

신세계 블렌딩 레드 와인 New World Blended Red Wine NWMVR

신세계 샤르도네 New World Chardonnay NWCH

신세계 화이트 와인 (샤르도네 제외) New World White Wine NWWH

신세계 스파클링 와인 New World Sparkling Wine NWSPK

신세계 로제 와인 New World Rose Wine NWRO

신세계 스위트 와인 New World Sweet Wine NWSWT

포티파이드 와인 Fortified Wine FORT

내추럴 레드 와인 Natural Red Wine NATR

내추럴 화이트 와인 Natural White Wine NATW

오렌지 와인 Orange Wine ORG
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Contact Us
General Enquiries
info@koreawinechallenge.com 
+82) 2-394-7284
 
CEO
Ms. Jeongeun Choi
+82) 10-5229-5229

Marketing Manager
Ms. Hannah Jeong
+82) 10-5655-8915
marketing@winereview.co.kr

We invite all wine producers, wines already distributed in Korea and wines 
from overseas wineries that are planning to export to Korea to join KWC 2026.

We are looking forward to your active participation in KWC 2026.


